PETITION
“Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his
pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline your ear and hear.
Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your
name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord,
pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your
city and your people are called by your name” (Daniel 9:17-19).

Sermon Notes
A PRAYER BASED ON A PROMISE

Daniel 9:3-19

POSTURE
“I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy
with fasting and sackcloth and ashes” (Daniel 9:3).

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted (Matthew 5:4).
PRAISE
“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments” (Daniel 9:4).
“But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all” (Matthew
6:30-32).

When we recognize God as awesome we come to realize the awfulness of our
sin.

The greater God’s majesty, the smaller we shrink in comparison.

When we see God as truly powerful, we see ourselves as pitiful.
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:7-9).

PENITENCE
“We have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning
aside from your commandments and rules. We have not listened to your
servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and
our fathers, and to all the people of the land” (Daniel 9:5-6).

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29).
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“To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day,
to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those
who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have
driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against
you” (Daniel 9:7).

PUNISHMENT
“As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet
we have not entreated the favor of the Lord our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. Therefore the Lord has kept ready the
calamity and has brought it upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in all
the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice” (Daniel 9:1314).
Is it a bad thing to identify with the sin of Israel?

All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your
voice. And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against
him” (Daniel 9:11).

Compare Jerusalem with the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

At the heart of the Christian religion stands repentance. It is not that our faith
results from repentance, but repentance flows from faith in a God who forgives.

900 years from Moses to Daniel

I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you
have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your
name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one
(John 17:9-11).

PROMISE
“And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this
day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. O Lord, according to all your
righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers,
Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are around
us (Daniel 9:15-16).

God has to fulfill what he has promised.

“They are making fun of you as well.”
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